From the Pastor’s Desk

“The apostles gathered together with Jesus and
reported all they had done and taught.” (Mk 6:30)

This Sunday’s gospel reading supports our Catholic
understanding of the primary role and identity of our
bishops, and, sharing in their faculties, our priests, to
be that of teachers and guides of the faith.

This is the reason that bishops and priests are
required to preach at Mass, especially on significant
holy days.

Another reason for this requirement is to provide
assurance to the congregation that the
interpretation of the scripture, as preached,
conforms with Church teaching.

While in usual circumstances the preaching is
reserved to the Presider or to a concelebrating
priest, deacons are allowed to preach, too; however,
they are limited to preaching “from time to time and,
if appropriate.” (General Instruction on the Roman
Missal, #66)

This underscores the different identities of the
bishop and priest (as one of teaching) and of the
deacon (as one of service).

This does not mean that only priests are supposed to
teach. It is expected that all baptized Christians will
understand their faith and share it with others.

For example, our Alpha Program brings people
together to provide them with a forum and a
method for better understanding their faith and for
sharing it with others.

In the dismissal at the end of Mass, we are “sent
from Mass,” after receiving spiritual nourishment, to
“go in peace, glorifying the Lord by [our lives.]”

As the Body of Christ, we all share in some important
way in glorifying the Lord and in drawing others to
God’s life in Christ.
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Desde el escritorio del pastor

“Los apdstoles se reunieron con Jesus y le contaron todo
lo que habian hecho y ensefiado”. (Marcos 6:30)

La lectura del evangelio de este domingo apoya nuestra
comprension catdlica del papel principal y la identidad
de nuestros obispos y, compartiendo sus facultades,
nuestros sacerdotes, para ser maestros y guias de la fe.

Esta es la razdn por la que los obispos y sacerdotes
deben predicar en la Misa, especialmente en dias
santos importantes.

Otra razdén para este requisito es brindar seguridad a la
congregacion de que la interpretacién de las Escrituras,
tal como se predica, se ajusta a las ensefianzas de la
Iglesia.

Si bien en circunstancias habituales la predicacion esta
reservada al que celebra o a un sacerdote
concelebrante, a los didconos también se les permite
predicar; sin embargo, se limitan a predicar “de vez en
cuando vy, si corresponde”. (Instruccion General sobre el
Misal Romano, #66)

Esto subraya las diferentes identidades del obispo y
sacerdote (como uno de ensefianza) y del didcono
(como uno de servicio).

Esto no significa que sdlo los sacerdotes deban ensefiar.
Se espera que todos los cristianos bautizados
comprendan su fe y la compartan con los demas.

Por ejemplo, nuestro Programa Alpha relne a las
personas para brindarles un foro y un método para
comprender mejor su fe y compartirla con otros.

En la despedida al final de la Misa, somos “enviados de
la Misa”, después de recibir alimento espiritual, para “ir
en paz, glorificando al Sefior con [nuestras vidas]”.

Como Cuerpo de Cristo, todos participamos de alguna
manera importante en glorificar al Sefior y en atraer a
otros a la vida de Dios en Cristo.
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